
County Business Patterns 2008: Table 2
Top 50 Counties Ranked by Number of Establishments: 2008

County, State 2008 2007

% Change 
2007-
2008 2008 2007

% Change 
2007-
2008 2008

Establishments Employment with Noise First-quarte    
Los Angeles, CA 250,255 253,004 -1.1% 3,910,429 3,866,150 1.1% $45,686,799
Cook, IL 130,348 131,706 -1.0% 2,370,922 2,346,710 1.0% $33,784,501
New York, NY 104,060 104,063 0.0% 2,103,835 2,051,315 2.6% $79,121,053
Harris, TX 91,094 90,819 0.3% 1,841,062 1,821,753 1.1% $26,635,686
Orange, CA 89,527 90,950 -1.6% 1,447,560 1,456,959 -0.6% $17,397,930
Maricopa, AZ 89,440 90,848 -1.5% 1,602,078 1,654,424 -3.2% $16,973,128
San Diego, CA 78,123 79,188 -1.3% 1,188,463 1,197,406 -0.7% $13,626,149
Miami-Dade, FL 74,297 76,176 -2.5% 863,233 873,644 -1.2% $8,967,208
King, WA 64,324 64,670 -0.5% 1,085,826 1,064,949 2.0% $15,062,666
Dallas, TX 62,412 62,873 -0.7% 1,333,178 1,346,105 -1.0% $18,345,417
Broward, FL 56,937 58,909 -3.3% 662,694 671,430 -1.3% $6,563,912
Suffolk, NY 48,351 48,674 -0.7% 575,030 573,823 0.2% $6,027,533
Nassau, NY 47,608 48,098 -1.0% 535,098 536,218 -0.2% $5,951,718
Kings, NY 45,146 44,253 2.0% 487,540 482,555 1.0% $4,386,299
Santa Clara, CA 45,116 45,624 -1.1% 920,108 912,972 0.8% $18,001,232
Middlesex, MA 42,834 43,221 -0.9% 827,386 830,065 -0.3% $13,002,122
Palm Beach, FL 42,802 44,080 -2.9% 477,475 494,254 -3.4% $5,120,296
Queens, NY 42,088 41,740 0.8% 500,503 490,076 2.1% $5,036,800
Clark, NV 41,023 41,678 -1.6% 842,097 865,940 -2.8% $8,188,884
Oakland, MI 40,092 41,273 -2.9% 676,591 683,792 -1.1% $8,693,886
Hennepin, MN 39,817 40,353 -1.3% 839,168 852,412 -1.6% $12,291,230
Tarrant, TX 37,380 37,226 0.4% 700,825 686,635 2.1% $7,409,525
Alameda, CA 37,212 37,626 -1.1% 641,423 623,806 2.8% $8,671,192
Riverside, CA 35,164 35,906 -2.1% 530,055 554,399 -4.4% $4,420,560
Cuyahoga, OH 34,908 36,045 -3.2% 682,823 695,161 -1.8% $7,551,785
Du Page, IL 34,127 34,244 -0.3% 632,340 623,004 1.5% $8,043,623
Wayne, MI 33,931 34,768 -2.4% 630,214 642,528 -1.9% $7,204,674
Allegheny, PA 33,851 34,428 -1.7% 684,970 682,331 0.4% $7,628,794
Fulton, GA 33,766 33,871 -0.3% 754,994 738,134 2.3% $11,485,115
San Bernardino, CA 33,068 33,664 -1.8% 567,851 584,835 -2.9% $4,865,236
Bergen, NJ 32,687 33,321 -1.9% 438,448 450,588 -2.7% $6,012,866
Hillsborough, FL 32,626 33,363 -2.2% 526,833 533,916 -1.3% $5,610,303
Bexar, TX 32,613 32,724 -0.3% 645,482 634,817 1.7% $6,134,028
Orange, FL 32,439 33,290 -2.6% 640,259 644,320 -0.6% $6,101,853
Westchester, NY 32,116 32,445 -1.0% 396,503 391,897 1.2% $6,307,523
St. Louis, MO 30,660 31,055 -1.3% 590,782 590,754 0.0% $6,861,724
San Francisco, CA 30,605 30,482 0.4% 524,359 508,410 3.1% $11,064,195
Salt Lake, UT 29,853 30,107 -0.8% 527,041 530,176 -0.6% $5,270,472
Fairfax, VA 28,656 28,949 -1.0% 578,508 578,375 0.0% $9,538,656
Sacramento, CA 28,532 28,944 -1.4% 453,536 468,654 -3.2% $4,906,786



Mecklenburg, NC 28,518 28,305 0.8% 560,059 559,023 0.2% $7,724,715
Fairfield, CT 28,132 28,457 -1.1% 435,281 427,031 1.9% $9,763,976
Travis, TX 27,702 27,320 1.4% 482,717 468,928 2.9% $5,634,722
Pinellas, FL 27,653 28,524 -3.1% 367,040 380,776 -3.6% $3,298,213
Franklin, OH 27,593 28,339 -2.6% 594,761 594,814 0.0% $6,671,319
Montgomery, MD 26,761 27,264 -1.8% 439,067 437,542 0.3% $6,386,756
Philadelphia, PA 26,729 26,352 1.4% 590,331 586,562 0.6% $7,435,563
Montgomery, PA 26,437 26,563 -0.5% 479,953 477,020 0.6% $7,030,193
Wake, NC 24,976 24,953 0.1% 389,698 383,282 1.7% $4,094,288
Multnomah, OR 24,606 24,622 -0.1% 409,590 404,018 1.4% $4,444,462
Note: Noise is a disclosure technique that slightly modifies data to protect the respondents confidentiality. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns: 2007, 2008



2007

% Change 
2007-
2008 2008 2007

% Change 
2007-
2008

er Payroll with Noise Annual Payroll with Noise
$44,263,102 3.2% $185,285,605 $180,495,988 2.7%
$31,878,347 6.0% $125,782,667 $122,087,259 3.0%
$76,268,817 3.7% $214,771,189 $209,613,581 2.5%
$24,397,591 9.2% $101,506,572 $95,310,917 6.5%
$17,346,866 0.3% $68,034,749 $68,419,682 -0.6%
$16,886,210 0.5% $66,010,580 $67,232,422 -1.8%
$13,316,784 2.3% $52,961,452 $52,764,900 0.4%

$8,738,800 2.6% $34,929,019 $34,631,457 0.9%
$14,263,129 5.6% $61,519,267 $59,880,280 2.7%
$17,242,726 6.4% $69,560,351 $68,005,624 2.3%

$6,576,400 -0.2% $26,166,207 $26,898,508 -2.7%
$6,004,155 0.4% $25,995,331 $25,715,071 1.1%
$5,883,959 1.2% $24,545,117 $24,318,678 0.9%
$4,282,403 2.4% $17,949,969 $17,363,983 3.4%

$18,017,930 -0.1% $70,802,629 $72,898,687 -2.9%
$12,007,377 8.3% $50,948,653 $48,520,301 5.0%

$5,075,360 0.9% $19,626,548 $20,208,671 -2.9%
$4,846,050 3.9% $20,998,166 $20,276,904 3.6%
$8,098,524 1.1% $31,949,467 $32,566,814 -1.9%
$8,605,752 1.0% $34,692,565 $34,738,096 -0.1%

$11,671,556 5.3% $46,503,931 $45,291,785 2.7%
$6,952,357 6.6% $29,000,139 $27,838,293 4.2%
$8,182,244 6.0% $34,127,258 $32,751,851 4.2%
$4,529,206 -2.4% $17,440,680 $18,269,515 -4.5%
$7,730,434 -2.3% $29,874,408 $30,383,591 -1.7%
$8,064,401 -0.3% $31,095,869 $31,274,881 -0.6%
$7,317,769 -1.5% $28,427,092 $29,571,507 -3.9%
$7,413,721 2.9% $30,334,661 $28,815,134 5.3%

$10,735,669 7.0% $42,322,191 $40,949,792 3.4%
$4,853,771 0.2% $19,506,333 $19,823,059 -1.6%
$5,907,645 1.8% $23,867,794 $23,899,043 -0.1%
$5,381,134 4.3% $21,693,950 $21,301,746 1.8%
$5,849,021 4.9% $23,879,203 $23,327,186 2.4%
$6,016,128 1.4% $24,314,831 $24,427,866 -0.5%
$6,216,870 1.5% $22,938,477 $22,407,301 2.4%
$6,707,339 2.3% $27,335,995 $27,278,986 0.2%

$10,329,428 7.1% $38,353,738 $36,798,383 4.2%
$5,052,477 4.3% $21,033,747 $21,110,273 -0.4%
$9,147,331 4.3% $37,639,356 $35,944,825 4.7%
$4,863,627 0.9% $19,434,371 $19,538,305 -0.5%



$7,902,434 -2.2% $27,675,752 $27,925,916 -0.9%
$9,285,161 5.2% $31,864,860 $31,286,622 1.8%
$5,146,021 9.5% $22,438,334 $21,334,397 5.2%
$3,339,234 -1.2% $13,448,791 $13,695,097 -1.8%
$6,557,635 1.7% $25,500,753 $24,928,588 2.3%
$6,133,076 4.1% $24,641,494 $24,059,654 2.4%
$7,085,959 4.9% $28,921,980 $27,241,828 6.2%
$6,738,921 4.3% $25,944,017 $25,680,452 1.0%
$4,055,852 0.9% $16,224,252 $16,100,291 0.8%
$4,249,142 4.6% $18,002,262 $17,368,792 3.6%
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